
 

  

Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall! 
Can’t believe another summer has passed and another school year is upon us.  While we 
are excited about the upcoming year, honestly, we are still basking in the accomplishments 
of the summer.  Wow!  So much to tell you!  
 

During June, July, and August, we hosted Tuesday/Thursday Jr. High and High School 
Hangouts, Friday night High School Hangouts, opened our Golden Gears Cafe to our 
community every weekday, and served our amazing Taco Bowls every Tuesday. 
 

However, the summer’s main event was our Envision U Summer Career Camps!  Thanks 
to generous donors, volunteers, and career professionals from around our community, we 
were able to offer five career camps giving our students a chance to learn about and gain 
skills in a variety of different career fields.  These camps were free of charge and included 
Construction & Trades, Sewing, Culinary Arts, Mechanics & Engineering, and Creative Arts.  
How exciting to see our students working alongside mentors and professionals to learn skills 
that may lead them to a future career! 
 

One extra-special summer blessing was the addition of our new Co-Program Directors, 
Jason and McKenna Kitson.  They both have such a heart for teens, and they are full of 
fresh and fun program ideas for the upcoming year.  Michelle’s role has now changed to a 
volunteer position as Community Connections Coordinator.  In this role, she will focus more 
on extending support to our students’ families and strengthening community relationships. 
 

Tammy Wilson, Executive Director 
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WHO WE ARE 
The Vault is a teen center in the heart of Central Illinois  

with a mission to help teens recognize their value,  
realize their potential, and reach their goals. 

 

With a facility of over 10,000 sq. feet, we offer a fun and safe environment 
where teens can hang out with friends; build relationships with adult mentors; 

participate in programs, clubs, classes, and apprenticeships to enrich their 
futures; take part in community service projects; and learn business and 

leadership skills through our student-run café and student leadership teams. 

Our Fourth Annual Vault Leaders Olympics took place in July and for the first time ever,  
the STUDENTS get bragging rights for beating the adults!  We were also able to celebrate a successful 

school year and recognize our faithful volunteers and outstanding student ambassadors.  
Our staff-selected Golden Gears Leadership Awards went to Maddi Leonard (JH) and Kaitlin Burton (HS).   
Our student-nominated Spencer Toohill Legacy Awards went to Maddi Leonard (JH) and Ady Maple (HS).  

Co-Program Directors,  
Jason and McKenna Kitson   

We welcome them to our commUNITY! 

Daisy, our Vault Comfort Dog (in training) poses in 
front of a basket full of snacks.  We are able to 
offer these snacks free of charge through our 

 donor-supported Benevolence Fund and from 
individuals who graciously donate individually -

bagged snacks througout the year.  
 

If you would like to donote snacks or drinks, 
please give us a call at 217-934-4003.  

 
 

And by the way, Daisy did NOT try 
to eat any of the snacks.   

What a good dog! 



• Free tutoring and 
homework help 
 

• Business/leadership 
training and work 
experience in the 
Golden Gears Café 

 

• Mental health & crisis  
resources/referrals 

 

• Enrichment classes 
and clubs 

 

• Student Ambassador 
Program 

 

• Animal Careers 
Apprenticeship 
Program 

 

• Summer Career 
Camps 

 

• Art and art therapy 
classes  

 

• Access to all Vault 
recreational activities  

 

• Community service 
opportunities 

 

• Free snacks at the 
Golden Gears Café 

 

• Access to The Vault's 
Benevolence Fund to 
meet needs such as 
food and clothing 

 

• Grief support groups 
for teens and adults 

 

The Vault offers a variety of free programs and services to meet the needs of our teens and their families as well as 
our community.  Here is a list of what we offer as well as some of our summer highlights! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Highlights: June - August 

With the help of Greg Mauer, Danny 
Bundy, and Jim Brady, our students 
spent two full weeks of hands-on 
instruction in our Construction and 
Trades Camp.  They built a beautiful 
“She-Shed” and a totally decked out 
doghouse!  
During the camp, students learned 
about construction, welding, painting, 
electrical, plumbing, and how to 
persevere in very uncomfortable 
conditions.  (The weather was HOT!) 
Thanks to all who helped make this 
camp possible – what an experience! 
  

Lainey makes raspberry shortbread bars 
during our week-long Culinary Arts Camp.  A 
shout out to Pastor/Chef Paul Stroup and 
Connie Unruh who created a culinary 
curriculum which included basic cooking and 
chopping skills, business and marketing skills, 
and presentations about potential culinary 
career paths.  The students made their own 
culinary creations for lunch each day and 
spent two days baking goodies to sell for 
Summer Saturday on the Square.  YUM! 

Dan Loveless teaches 
students about 
mechanics and small 
engines during our 
Mechanics and 
Engineering Camp. 
Students got hands-on 
experience working on 
cars, rototillers, and 
go-karts and also got 
to visit Baum 
Chevrolet and 
Anderson Ford to 
learn about the car 
service/sales industry. 
 

Kaylynne works on her stitching  
skills while Brooklyn works on her 
sewing machine skills during our  
week-long Sewing Camp.  With the help 
of Kathy Merrick, the Salt Creek Patchmakers, and local seamstresses, the students 
completed multiple sewing projects which included headbands, doggie bandanas,  
pillowcases, zipper bags, and rice neck wraps.   A big thank-you to Tractor Supply who 

 generously donated two go-karts! 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

     
 

We want to honor Danny Bundy, one of our most beloved 
volunteers who recently passed away.  With his generous and 
pure heart, he did whatever he could to help different people 
and organizations in our community—including The Vault.   
He never wanted recognition for his service which included 
building the tables in our Golden Gears Café, installing our 

mini bowling alley, and most recently helping with our 
Construction & Trades Camp.  Danny was a kind, faithful, and 

humble servant and will be greatly missed.   
His memory will be forever treasured at The Vault!   

 

 

 

Making an Impact 

Our Tuesday/Thursday 10-week Creative Arts 
Camp was a huge hit!  Each week, students 
created projects using different art mediums 
which included photography,  macrame, oil 
painting, glass painting, watercolor, charcoal 
and pastels, pencil drawing, tatoo art, 
mosaic, clay, cross stitch, and t-shirt designs.  
Thanks to local artisans (flat-out unbelievably 
gifted human beings) who gave their time to 
teach our students and share their amazing 
talents! A special shout out to Joetta 
Wiesemann who spent countless hours in 
helping to make this camp a success! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anonymous Jason Frantz, State Farm* Nelson Excavating 
Altorfer Ag Products Marilyn Fugate* Andrew and Jill Newberg* 
Anderson Ford* First National Bank* Kim O'Donohue* 
Randy and Ann Anderson* Betty Gaultney Cindy Pumphrey 
Baum Chevrolet* Richard and Margie Gehres Karen Rice 
Michael Birkhold Brynn Girdler, Coffee Corner* Marc Rogers* 
Sharyn Blair Pat Glynn Run for Life* 
Stanley Bojarowicz Wes and Andrea Graves* Paula Rusenovich 
Jim and Kim Brady Robyn Gray Lacey Schick* 
Alvin and Marcia Brandenberg Samuel and Mykenzie Green* Jody and Tiffany Scott 
Daniel and Jayme Bugner H &M Trucking**** Leann Sosaman 
Tim Burke Heartland Bank & Trust*** Snappers* 
William and Jacqueline Burton Bret and Allison Hitchings* Janice Sprague 
Daniel and Anna Carroll Tamla Hoffman Mark and Sue Sterr 
Cynthia Clayton* Larry and Jo Holtman* Lori Steward 
Kathy Clayton Alice Hopper Sunset Inn and Suites 
Clinton Assembly of God** Denise Houser James and Kay Summers* 
Clinton First Christian Church** Terry Ijams Greg and Marla Taylor 
Clinton Presbyterian Church* Illinois Prairie Community Found. James Taylor 
Clinton Family Dental* Rob and Erin Kennedy Joseph and Linda Taylor 
Corley Family Dental* Mary Pat Killian Texas Christian Church 
Steve and Bonnie Cors Kiwanis* The Write Stuff for Kids** 
Covenant Animal Clinic* Koritz Family* Debra K. Toohill* 
Melissa Cray Dana and Paula Korneman* Barb Trago 
Leslie Creager Matthew and Tracy Love Stanley and Barbara Tuggle 
David and Rev. Joy Cyrulik Ken and Koni Lovett United Methodist Church* 
Carol Davenport Greg and Linda Lux* United Way 
Terry and Martha Deavers* Bryce Lynch* Connie Unruh 
Decatur Bldg. & Construction* Gage and Rachel Lyons Teal Walker 
Melinda Decker Marco NPK* Travis and Stephanie Walker 
Dewitt County Mental Health Board Scott and Tammy Marsh* Wapella Christian Church* 
Dewitt Savings Bank*** Randy Martin**** Greg Ward 
Douglas Dodge* Edward Jones, Alec Martin Warner Foundation 
Rachel Emery* Paul and Chrissy McGhee Stan and Sue Watkins** 
Eagles Meyer Oil Company Rick and Nancy Wikoff 
Connie Finney Ryder and Morgan Mills Mark and Michelle Witzke 

  Tracey Wolff 
  Charlie and Leslie Welke 
    

        

Ann Anderson, President          Bryce Lynch, Vice President 
               Connie Unruh, Treasurer           Michelle Witzke, Secretary 

 

Ginny Carter          Jim Peck          Rob Spickard 
Paul Stroup          Jerry Wayne          Tammy Wilson 

  

                                                    

  

  

                                     Michelle Witzke                               Tammy Wilson                     
                       Founder & Community Connections Coordinator                     Executive Director                                    
        

                         Jason and McKenna Kitson                       Wendy DeMent                     
                                              Co-Program Directors                                                 Bookkeeper                                    
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 Our Staff 

OUR 2021 PARTNERS 
We are blessed to publish this list of our generous one-time and monthly donors who faithfully give 
year after year!  We simply could not do this work without each and every one of you!   
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!!! 

The Vault            802 N. Side Square, Clinton, IL  61727  (Mailing address: 5721 Country Meadow Ln., Clinton, IL  61727)            217-934-4003            thevaultclinton.org  
 

       *Denotes $500+                              **Denotes $2,500+                              ***Denotes $5,000+                              ****Denotes $10,000+              

 Our Board 

This list recognizes donations of $200 or more.  Due to lack of space, we are not able to list every donor; however, 
every donation is appreciated!  If you have given $200+ and your name does not appear on this list, please let us know! 


